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Voluntary & Confidential Self-identification  
for First Nation, Métis, and Inuit students

at the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board

           
In 2007, the Ontario Ministry of Education outlined their 
commitment to deliver quality education to First Nation, 
Métis, and Inuit students through their First Nation, Métis, 
and Inuit Education Policy Framework. Under this framework, 
all Ontario school boards must implement a voluntary, self-
identification process. 

 

Currently in the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, 
parents, guardians (for students under the age of 18) and 
students over the age of 18, have the opportunity to identify 
as First Nation, Métis, or Inuit on school registration forms 
and course option sheets. 

This brochure offers another way for parents, guardians, and 
students over the age of 18 to voluntarily self-identify as 
First Nation, Métis, or Inuit if they choose to. 

The OCDSB is partnering with local First Nation, Métis, and 
Inuit leaders and community members on this voluntary self-
identification initiative.

Contact Information

If you have any questions or concerns please speak with 
your school principal. The District contact for this initiative is 
Superintendent of Instruction, Susan MacDonald: 
susanm.macdonald@ocdsb.ca or by phone at 613-721-1820.

Resources

Ministry of Ontario’s Aboriginal Education Strategy and Policy 
Framework 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/aboriginal/policy.html  

Council of Ministers of Education’s Aboriginal Education 
Action Plan 
http://www.cmec.ca/56/Programs-and-Initiatives/Aboriginal-
Education/Aboriginal-Education-Action-Plan/index.html

Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 
www.ocdsb.ca

Photo Credits

The photographs used in this brochure were taken by 
students at our Urban Aboriginal Alternative High School 
(UAAHS) as part of a photovoice project that was a 
partnership between the National Arts Center, the Great 
Canadian Theatre Company, and the UAAHS. This project 
was done in conjunction with the play The Edward Curtis 
Project by Marie Clements. This play examines how North 
America’s Aboriginal peoples have been perceived through 
the medium of the camera over the past 100 years. 

Students were encouraged to think creatively and to reflect 
on what defines them as Aboriginal youth and then to capture 
that in photographs. We would like to thank these student 
photographers for letting us use their work for this brochure: 
Gabrielle Anwhatin, Winter Aupaluktug-Doxtator, Sabrina 
Bisonti, Simon Coady, Adam Joanisse, Myingun Meekis, Liam 
Milonas, Brittany Naveau-Picody, and Sky Provost.

      

 

Notice of Collection

Personal information on this form is collected under the 
authority of the Education Act, RSO 1990, Ch. E.2 as 
amended, sections 169.1, 170(1), and 171(1).  

The information collected will be used for four primary 
purposes: 

•	 to help provide better access for students to First 
Nation, Métis, and Inuit cultural programming;

•	 to help provide better access for students to 
information about post-secondary pathways 
(workplace, apprenticeships, college, university,  
or community living) and funding support;

•	 to increase school awareness about the diverse  
needs of First Nation, Métis, and Inuit learners; and

•	 to foster and support actions that effectively address 
these diverse needs and that increase student 
achievement and well-being.

The data will be used to better support student achievement 
and well-being and will inform our District and school 
improvement planning process. It will also inform future 
decisions about programs, research and partnership 
opportunities. 

The analysis of the survey information will focus on 
aggregates by District and schools, not individual students. 
The information collected on this form is confidential and will 
be protected. 

Questions regarding this collection may be directed to the 
Freedom of Information Coordinator, 133 Greenbank Road, 
Ottawa, ON, K2H 6L3 or at 613-596-8211 ext. 8607.
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The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board is committed 
to strengthening our relationship with local Aboriginal 
community members to enhance our delivery of educational 
programs and services that ensure that First Nation, Métis, 
and Inuit (FNMI) students have opportunities and resources 
to achieve academic success and to further their personal 
well-being.

We are also committed to improving student achievement 
and personal well-being for all of our students, in part  
by ensuring that they leave secondary school with a  
more complete, accurate and authentic understanding  
of First Nation, Métis, and Inuit people than past  
generations have. 

What is voluntary self- 
identification?

•	 An opportunity for students and families to identify as 
having First Nation, Métis, or Inuit ancestry.

•	 Self-identification is a personal choice and no proof of 
ancestry is required.

•	 All parents/guardians of First Nation, Métis and Inuit 
students, and students who are 18 years or older, have 
the right to self-identify. 

•	 If you wish to self-identify and are unsure of whether 
or not you have already done so at your school, please 
fill out this form. School staff will check all information 
coming in against existing information so that no 
student will be counted twice. 

Why is the OCDSB asking me to 
self-identify?

The OCDSB is committed to providing equitable, inclusive, 
and engaging educational opportunities for all of our 
students, including our First Nation, Métis, and Inuit students. 
This commitment is grounded in our shared understanding 
of developing a school culture where all our students feel 
understood, valued and respected.

Specifically we will use the self-identification data to help:

•	 increase academic achievement for First Nation, Métis, 
and Inuit students;

•	 close any achievement gaps that exist between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students, and

•	 increase graduation rates.

The benefits to you and your children may include:

•	 better access for students to First Nation, Métis, and 
Inuit cultural programming;

•	 better access for students to information about post-
secondary pathways (workplace, apprenticeships, 
college, university, or community living) and funding 
support; 

•	 increased school awareness about the diverse needs of 
First Nation, Métis, and Inuit learners, and

•	 actions that effectively address these diverse needs 
and that increase student achievement and well-being.

Why self-identify?

You will help us provide more effective programming, 
services, and support for First Nation, Métis, and Inuit 
students. Examples of programming and services that 
currently exist include:

•	 Inuit cultural programming at elementary and high 
schools provided by the Ottawa Inuit Children’s Centre 
in collaboration with OCDSB staff;

•	 the development of an Aboriginal learning space, 
housed in Rideau High School, that will serve all of our 
students and staff, as well as community members;

•	 the Urban Aboriginal Alternate High School Program, and

•	 professional development and cultural competency training 
for our elementary and secondary teachers around FNMI 
cultures, traditions, histories, and current realities.

Confidentiality will always  
be respected

•	 The OCDSB is committed to respecting the 
confidentiality of all our students. 

•	 The Aboriginal self-identification information will be 
used as a means to enhance Aboriginal education 
programming within the OCDSB. 

•	 Data collected will be stored securely and used only by 
staff to determine programming, service, and support 
needs for students of First Nation, Métis, or Inuit ancestry. 

•	 The OCDSB will not release any information on 
individual students, as this goes against the law and 
our own Board policy.

Aboriginal Self-identification Form

In reference to the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board’s 
Aboriginal Self-identification Policy, I wish to identify myself 
(over 18) or my child (under 18) as:

 � First Nation  

 � Métis 

 � Inuit

Student Name: 

Date of Birth:  /  /  
 dd mm yyyy

School: 

 � I understand that this information will be handled in the 
same manner as the information contained on my/my 
child’s Ontario Student Record (OSR) and in line with 
the Education Act.

Parent/Guardian Name: 

Signature:  
(Student if over 18; Parent/Guardian if under 18.)

Date:  /  /  
  dd mm yyyy

Please submit the completed form to your school.  
Please feel free to put the form into an envelope prior  
to submitting should you wish to ensure confidentiality  

of this information between home and school.


